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Leanne Simpson

75

and the life jackets and paddles

and that orange bucket with the whistle in it so the boat cops 

don’t give her no trouble

and the extra clothes for when kwezens falls in.

And then she packed up those kids, and they were off.

Oh, those kids were happy!

Splashing and swimming

in that dagwaagin sun.

“Oh, I’ve remembered everything,” thought that Nokomis.

“I’m a multi-tasker. No one is more organized than me.” 

“I’m Nishnaaabe Martha Stewart.”

And then that little kwezens said, “Kokum, nbakade!”

And Nokomis remembers she forgot to pack that blue cooler 

full of lunch.

Nbakade! Nbakade! 

Nokomis told those kids to calm down. Calm down.

You won’t die because lunch is late.

And she went to sit on a rock.

Pretty soon, she saw Zhiishiib. 

And that Zhiishiib had a kettle on the fire. 

And in that akik on the shkode were some grains.

And so that Nokomis went over to Zhiishiib and offered some semaa.

And that Zhiishiib showed Nokomis how to knock the minomiin

and parch the minomiin

and dance the minomiin

and eat the minomiin.
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